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Foust v. Harlemn River Pavk
Houses, Inc.: RY Manegemeni,
Inc.: River Park Towers; and
River Park Assoc. 07019/87
Date of Settlement 4/6/89 DBronx
Supreme

Maruin Garlield, Joel Schmelkin,
and Kenneth A. Wilhelm for Alan
J. Binger, Brooklyn

This was a slruclured settlc-
ment, made before jury selec-
tion, with 8 present value of
$S400,000 and & payout of about
$2.500,000 for an ll-ycar-old
girl who was raped in the cle-
vator of her apartment building

by three youths. The attack
occurred on 7/2/B6 at 40 Rich-
man Plaza in the Bronx. River

Park Towers was the building
owner, RY Management was ils
managing agent, and River Park
Assoc. was the landlord., PUl,
was riding in the elevator when
three boys whom she knew (rom
the building and school entlered
it. They used a copy of a pass
key to the elevalor (0 cause itlo
reverse direction and go to the
basement, They then dragged
Plil, 10 the adjoining buildiup
and caused the elevator Lo ffo 10
un wupper floor where Lhey
siopped it

Piiuf, claimed that the lund-
jord and managing sgent had in-
sdequate key control snd inade-
quate security. Evidence indi-
cated that several tenants had
copies of the elevator keys and
that there had been several prior
crimes in the building. River
Park Assoc. contended that it
had done &all that it could to

provide securitly and that it was
not rospuuslible for the ascts of

tenants. [t also argued that the
boys' possession of the pass

key was not the proximate couse’

of the incident.
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